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deliver down to Poſterity, Men Famous in 
their ſeveral ages, either for Learning, 
Piety, or any other Excellencies, has been 
the care of all civiliz'd Nations, as well Hea- 
thens as Chriſtians ; for as the Baby/onians had their 
publick Archives, ſo had the Agyprians their Hiero- 
N plyphicks, the Romans their Pontifices Maximi, the 
Primitive Chriſtians their (#2 Mariyrum, and our 
own Nation has been no way careleſs or ingrateful in 
Wthis particular, if we conſider but one inſtance of it in 

the Lives of our Monarchs, wrote by the Monks of St. 
Albans, and the Lives of many of our Prelates, Stateſ- 
men, Hiſtorians, Gr. the particulars of which would 
be. needleſs to enumerate. We ſhould be indeed in- 


grateful, ſhould we not recommend their Memories to 
our Succeſſors, who have been burning and ſhini | 
Lamps in their times; but more. particularly 1 z 
would it be, to paſs by thoſe in the common Croud and 
Multitude of Men, who have immortaliz'&' Others and 
honour d the Places of their Nativity and Education, 
and neither encourage them whilſt they live, nor oo: ws 
ſerve their 'Methories when dead. If any deſerve Im- -- © 
mortality here below, theſe haye the chief claim, and. 
ought'to ſtand faireſt for itt. 
Amongſt whom I hope it u not be, improper to 


who was Born in Oxford over-againſt Merton Colledge, 
December 175th, S. ts Dey, 1632, his Fathers 
Name was Thomas, LLS. of Pembroke College in 
F 9 
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place our Oxford Hiſtoriographer, Mr. Anthony. s Hood, 


2 The Life of Mi Authbony 4 Wobd, &c. 
Oxford, deſcended from the ancient Family of the 
Mcd a in Laxcaſpire,and a Bene factor to the Building of 
the Schools, according to the (4) following words in if 

the Regiſter. Thomas Hood Artium Baccalaureus, quon- 
dam Aulæ Latenurtenſit epnevit decem tibras, poſtea L. I. 
Bacc. He was Fined in 006. 1630. for refuſing the 
Honour of Knighthood, and died much lamented by 
all his Relations and Friends, Jen. 19. 1642. 
Mr. Voods Mother was his ſecond Wife, being Mary 
the Daughter of Robert Peltie of Wyfald near Henley | 
in m. Oxon; Gent, who was a younger, Son of Foby | 
Pettie of {otfwarth Com, Oxon, Eſq; I might here en- 
large my account of his Family, of his Brothers, two 
of which were afterwards, remarkable in the World, 

| Or. which as foreign to the purpoſe I omit. 

.- After being inſtructed in 15 partly In 

Ne Colledge Schaol, and partly at Thame Free-School, 

| in Cm. Oxos. Founded by oh Lord Willems of 7 ham, i 

under the Tuition of W4/igm Burt, A. M. {afterwards | 4 
8. T. D. and Warden of Wincheſter Callecge, where be 
was obſerved to be very diligent in his Studies, roſe WM 
early, always of 2 retir d diſpoſition, given much to 
thinking, and addicted to Melancholy. = 
Hence was he remoyed to Oxfard (his Mother's i 
affairs being much leflened by a {ad Fire) where he was 
Matriculated a Member of that Univerſity as a Gen- 

* fleman's-$0n, May 26. 1647. and undet the Tuition of 

His Brother Zdward 8 led of Trinity Colledee, till on 

Ocfob. 18. 1647. he was admitted into Merton Colleage 

e ee to Mr.» Ediuard Copley Fellow of that 

In] 1648. The Viſjeors appointed by the-Rump-Par- 

liameat ſitting in the Lodgings of Sir Marban. Breu 

2 Warden of Mertou, "where the Members of each Col - 

lledge were ſummoned to appear, and give in a poſiti ve 
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Scholarum fabricam, vel pecunias numeratat, vel Miud aliquod muni- 
Fcentic genus ſabminiſfraruut. Apr. 1. 1615. n 
5 2 Anſwer, 
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T be Liſe of Mr; Anthony «Wood, & 3 
Auſwer, whether they would ſobmit to them, or their 
Viſitation, as appointad by Parliament, or not? 

On Fridey, Hy : 2. the Members of Heron Colleage 
appeared, among whom Mr. vod was asked, Whether 
be would ſubmit Sr.? to which he gaye the following 
anſwer, and wrote it down in a Paper, vis. 

I do not under/land the buſineſs, and therefore am not 
able to give a direct anſwer. 

This had liked to have rained him, had not the in- 
terceſſion of his Mother prevailed on Sir. Nath. Brent, 
the Warden, and got him kept in and conniyed at, 
though he generouſly ſcorned to proſtitute his Con- 
ſcience, even to get a Maintenance. Here was he, . 
under the Tuition of his Brother Mr. Edward a M ,j, 
lately elected Probationer- Fellow of Merton Coll. and 
afterwards under Clinton Maund, A.M. (deſcended from 
the Haund's of Cheſterton, near Biceſter ,) Fellow of 
the ſame Colledge. 9 
In the beginning of the Year 1650, he was made one 


of the Bible-Clerks by the favour of Sir Nath. Brent, 


for the following Reaſons. (1) Becauſe the Viſitors 
queſtioned the right of Preſentation to the Poſt Maſters 
places by the Fellows, (2) Becauſe a Clerk's place was 
at that time better than the Poſt.Maſters : And as it 
afterwards happen'd, the Removal was. lucky, there 
being 12 Poſt-Maſters expell'd Fav. 16. following, at 
which time he would have received his Quietus. 

In 1651. we find a Copy of Verſes under Mr. #/70d's 
Name, on one Anne Green, a Servant Maid, hang'd in 
the Caſtle Yard at Oxon, for Murdering her Baſtard- 
Child, and brought again to Life by ſome young Phy- 
fitians, by whom ſhe was to have been Avatomized. 

On this Foundation he continued till 7% 6. 1652. 
(e) when he took his firſt degree in Arts; and in 1653. 


. 
—— — — — — — — 


(% N Muſeo Ant. a Wood, E 6. 475. Admiſfi ad lecturam alicuj u: 
facultatis Artium Logices Ariſtotelis, vel admiſiones Artium Bacca. 
(AUreOrunm 1652. Jul. 6. Georg. Abdy quoſdam term, in Acud. 
Cantah. in Stud. Dialet. cmplevit. Jac, Bricknell, Anton. a Wood, 
Toll. Mert. bat 
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to his own words) he looked up8n as the Happineſs o 
his Life, and into which he never entred without great 
Veneration; where he was moſtly converſant with the 


Books of Engliſh Hiſtory and Antiquities, among which 


lighting on Mr. Burton's Deſcription of Leiceſterſhire, 


| he was =_ much delighted with the performance, and 


collected Notes from it («). Alſo in reading any Books 


of Heraldry, as that by 7h Gaillim, and other Books | 


of that faculty writ by John Boſdewell, Jobn Ferne, &c. 
as his natural Genius directed him. Here was he taken 
notice of. by Dr. Thomas Barlou, then chief Librarian, 
for his converfing with Books not uſed by the common 


Students, who expreſſed great kindneſs towards him, 


and offered him his affiſtance, To divert himſelf after 


his ſevere and eloſe application to Study, he now began 
to entertain himſelf with learning to play on the Bl 


Violin. 


In 1655. Mr. Edward a Wood, being elected Junior Wl 
Proctor of this Univerſity, appointed him his Co/{eeZor in hl 


Anguſtiues, an Office which he continued in till he was 


A.M. on December 11. (being his Birth-day) 1655. (b) 


this I particularly mention, becauſe his Enemies have . 


had the Impudence to calumniate him as a pretender 


to that Degree, which he was never honoured with, 
though as a Confirmation of this, I have been aſſure 

of its veracity by a Perſon of an unexceptionable 
Character, then preſent. 1 


During this time of the grand Rebellion, and Uſur. 


pation the fatal conſequence, he behaved himſelf 
quietly, giving himſelf wholly up to the Study of An- 


tiquities with great induftry ; and ſo much was he di- 
lighted with Books of Antiquities, that upon reading 


the Antiquities of Warwickſhire, by Sir Will Dugaale, 


| (the beſt Book of its kind that ever was publiſh'd) he 


(a) I Muſzo Anton. a Wood, D. rg. MS. | 
(b) Catal. MSS. Impreſs. XLV. E. 29. 4#9. Licentiati ad incipiendum 


in Artibur, wel admiſines Artium Magiftrorum. 1655. Decemb. 17. 


Ant. a Wood, Gu il. Staves e Coll. Merton. 3 
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The Life of- Mr. Anny « Wood, Kc. * 
thus expreſſes himſelf, My Pen cannot enongh deſcribe, 
how my tender. ed ad and inſatiable Oeſire of Know- 


1 


ledge, were raviſhed and mel ted down by the reading of 
that Book. What by Muſick, and rare Books of this 
art that. I found in the Library, my Life at this time 
was. a perfect Elyſtum. | 5 L 7 
This Lear commenced (if 4 ſay) with the 
practical part of his Study, he now beginning to ſurvey 
and deſcribe the Monumental Inſcriptions and Arms in 
I tne ſeveral Parochial-Churches and Colledge-Chapels 
Wwithin the Univerſity. and City of Oxford; and the 
next Year he travelled over the reſt of the County ad- 
joyning, for the ſame. purpoſe. By this and his un- 
wearied ſearching MSS. Ancient and Modern, he be- 
ame ſerviceable to the learned World, and was no 
Wnconſiderable aſſiſtant to the learned Authors of the 
Monaſticon Anglicanum ; to whom, and their noble 
Work, he bore ſo great a reſpect, as to tranſmit to 
hem the Copies of many Evidences hereafter enume- 
ated, particylariz'd in the * Vol. as thoſe 4 inſerted 
n page 11. concerning #allingford; Eleven others in 
pace 13, 14, 15. concerning Litilemore- Vunnery, within 
he Precincts of Sandford in Oxfordſhire, (which by a 
niſtake Sir #i//iam Dugdale hath added to Sandford in 
Ser k/brre.) Three Copics of Charter in pag. 78. con- 
Wcerning the Hermitage of Muſwell in the Pariſh of 
iaangton. Four Copics in page 30, 31. concerning 
orke/iey, a Cell to the Abby of 7efford. The Six 
Copies mentioned in page 55, 46, 57. concerning the 
Priory of Cold. Norton in Oxfordſhire. The Twelve 
Copies in page 62, 63, 64. concerning the Lands 
belonging to the Knight-Templars of Sandford near to, 
and in the County of Oxon, which he tranicribed from 
Lieger-book , (now in the Fodleian Library) con- 
taining. all the Evidences belonging to the Præceptory 
of Sandford; That Copy in page 77. concerning Ortebam- 
"r1ory. Thoſe Copies of Charters in page 83,84,85. con- 
cerning the Hoſpital of Brackley in Northamptonſhire. 
That Charter in page 96. concerning the Hoſpital of 
F CD. | Cinges 
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6 "The Life of M An ond, c. 
_ cine in Eſex, otherwiſe called Oe. Moumteygney. 
That large Charter concerning the Priory of Neuinton. 
Zongaville in Backs, and many others, which I ſhall 
paſs by with the following Chatafter in the Preface to 
the za Vol. of the Monaſticon. Favore attamen Antoni 
N bod, Mertonenſis Collegii Alumm, in rebus antiguit ap, 
prime periti, Suppetias non minimas, uti gratitanter ag- 

uo ſcv, habut. 5 . 
Inu 165; Mr. Food fet his Hand, and gave his con- 
ſent to a Petition drawn up to preſent to the Parliament 
againſt ſtanding Viſitors of the Univerſity, forwarded 
by Nathan.Crew, A. M. and then Fellow of Lincoln Coll. 

(now the worthy Biſhop of Darbam). | 
In 1659. the Library of the Great Selden, being by 
the favour of his Executors tranſmitted to the Hoaleian, 
who was thought ſo proper, and who ſo well verſed in 
Hooks, to pur them into Order and Rank, by Mr. 7h. 
Harl, as his Friend Mr. Wood. 7. 
In 1673. When the Lord Fairfax; MSS. in number 
about. 122. depofired in the Bod/eian Library in a 
moilt ſeaſon, were near ſpoil'd, Mr. Food procured 
leave of the Vice-Chancellor to have them conveyed 
into the Muniment- oom in the School Tower, to cry 
them on the Leads adjoyning, which coſt him no lets 
than a Months trouble. Let ſuch was his. reſpect to 
the Manes of Mr. Doaeſworth, to whom theſe MS. once 
belonged; ſuch was his great care to preſerve whatever 
might advantage the Common. wealth of Learning, and 
more particularly of that kind, wherein he was ſo ac- 
curately vers d. | 
I The firſt product of his Labours and generous Studies 
was the Hiſtory and Antiquities of the Univerſity 0 
Oxford, which being wrote in Exg/jſb in his Zaven! 
Years, (0 in an unpoliſhed ſtile) it pleas'd the Heads 
of this Univerſity (particularly Dr. ) to have it 
turndd into Latin (which was done by Mr. Peers, L. L. B. 
und Mr. Waſe, Eſq;-Bedles of the Univer/ity, &c.) that 
the Learned World might be acquainted with the An. 
tiquity, Honour, and Glory thereof. It was a Book vi 
oy. © SBS ans bt Wo, 8 Years 
* 10 
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it, extracted from the very Bowels of Antiquity, as the 
many Quotations from Records and MSs. in every Page 
fully demonſtrate. - It was ſtiled, according to 1ts De- 
ſert, by no mean Judge of Books, (a) Liber anreolus 
plurimo labore, nec minori judicio conſienatus, &c. Aſter 
the Book was finiſh'd, the Curators of the She/doniart 


el; D. D. Tho. Tate, D. D. Dedicated it to his «Majeſty 
” Charles II. to whom being preſented. at Vinaſor, in 
uly 1674. by Rich. Alleſtree, D.D. then Provoſt of Eaton 
Colledge, His Majeſty was graciouſly pleas'd to Accept 


onference about it, with that Learned Doctor. Soon 


s many Copies as were worth 80 Pounds, ſhould be 
Wreſented to the Great Perſons of the Royal Court 
df the Clergy, and of the Law. And afterwards it 
was preſented , in the Name of the ſaid Univerſity 
o the Moſt Illuſtrious Prince, ohn William, Prince ot 
coburg, when he was Entertaind by the Members 


uſcany; To whom the ſaid Book was ſent, by a De: 
cree of the Venerable Convocation of Doftdts, and 
Maſters, held on Ofober +77. 1675, and with ita Latin 
Letter, penn'd by the Publick Orator, then the Inge- 
nious and Learned Robert Sourh, D.D. wherein a Juſt 
and Laudable Character was given of the faid Book, 
as it appears in the Regiſter of the Acts of that Conve- 


whom this Book was preſented : theſe I believe are 


Univerſity had for the Work, and its Worthy Author. 
Notwithſtanding all this Reſpe& paid to his Work, he 


_ — — „ 


( a) Lloydius in Diction. Hiſtoric, Geoz 
1670. Column, 2. in voce Oxon. © 
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8 Years indefatigable Labour, and all, or moſt part o 


pf it, to turn over ſeveral Parts thereof, and hold ſome - 


aſter, the Heads of the Univerſity of Oxford agreed, that 


thereof, in the beginning of June, 1675.- To the Molt 
Illuſtrious Prince, Como de Medicet, the Great Duke of 


cation. To omit many other Noble Perſorfages to 


ſufficient to ſhow what Value, Eſteetn, and Credit this 
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reſe, vis. Sir Leol.: Jenkins, Sir Jo. Williamſon, bn 


zraph, Poet, Gre, Load, Fel. 


8 The Life of Mr. Ahoy «Wood, &c. 
us d to think himſelf not dealt with altogether fo fairly 
as he defir'd, which he expreſs'd afterwards in Print; 
ſome of which Expreſſions are to be ſeen in his ſub- 


e Works (2). Many Paſlages inſerted and omit. 
te 


2 F 


„which he ſo frequently complains of, may be 
viewid by any Curious Perſon, in his Study (5), mark'd; 
cCorrected, and very much alter'd by himſelf, with Ad- 
ditions, Alterations, and Emendations, ſent him by 
- his intimate Friend, that Learned Antiquary, and 
General Scholar, Mr. William Fulman (c), ſometime 
Fellow of Corpus Chriſti Colleage, and afterwards Yicar 
of Meiſey Hampton in Glouceſterſhire. 
In the Year 1684. he loſt his Generous and True 
Friend, Mr. Ralph Sheldon of Beoly, in Worceſterſhire, 
at whoſe Seat he was. frequently, and who was a great 
Aſſiſtant to, as well as Encourager of his Studies, as 
may be partly ſeen by various Collections (4) made by 
him, and given to his Friend. He was an Honeſt and 
Good Man, of remarkable Integrity, Charitable to the 
laſt Degree, and a munificent Favourer of Learning 
and Learned Men. At his Death he committed to Him, 
the charge of ſorting and putting in order his Papers, 
being well appriz'd of his Ability, as appears by the fol- 
lowing Paragraph of his laſt Will (e). Item, To my 
good Friend and fellow. Antiquary, Mr. Anthony a Wood 
of Merton Colledge, Oxon. 7 give 40 Ponds, deſtring 
him to ſee my old Pedigrees, and all my MSS. and other 
Papers (except what are written with my own Hand. 
ewriting) to be deliver d into the Herald y Office, that they 
hy in a Cupboard, apart from others.  — 
The other Works Mr. Wood has oblig'd the World 
with, are the Athene & Fafti Oxon. Or, an Account of 
- the Lives, Charadters, Deaths, &c. of all the Learned 
Men. bred in the 'Univer/ity of Oxford: Folio, 2 V 
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(a) Arhen. Oxon. Vol. 1 p. 490. Vel 2. p 481; 6os, 625, &e: _ 
= 5 ) Among the printed Books, No 430. . 
_ c ). Quarto, D. 9. MSS. (4) C. 10. 4fo MS. 
1 (e) inthe Md. Office at Doctori-· Commons, London. 
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The Life of Mr. Auvhiny « Wood, ft. 9 
printed at London, 1691, 1692. Theſe Books were at 
firſt wrote partly in the Latin Tongue, but upon ma- 
ure Conſideration printed by Subſcriptions in Exgliſb. 

hey commence with the Year 150, and continue to 
1690. In theſe Two Books are contain d the moſt 
zompendious and exact Account of the Affairs of the 

niverſity of Oxford, yet extant; particularly in the 
econd Volumn you. wifi find (as an Ingenious Author 
s) handſomely expreſſes it) a great deal of the Myſtery 
Iniquity afted in that diſmal Rebellion, which was 
ommenc'd by the Puritans, and other Faitious Perſons, 

Inno 1642. opened and diſplay d. It ſhews bow theſe 
Brethren were common preachers up of Treaſon and Re. 
elliom, how their Pulpits were deem d by obſerving Men, 


ons, Abſurdities , &c. were vented by them 
W-crr I Prayers and Sermons, to the great 
Ii miſleading of the People. It ſbetus bow the 
Wes of thoſe Times did turn themſelves, and overturn all 
bing g, meerly for private Gain and Intereſt: It ſhews alſo 
de mmſtability of others, who then ſwore and forſwore for 
berr own ends; made Religion aſtalking Hor ſe, and of Sacred 
paths, no more than Common Knights of the Poſt. T herein 
u'll find many Paſſages relating to the. Life and Ackions 

that bleſſed «Martyr, King Charles I. eſpecially for 


nd the [ntrigues of many of the Leading Men on the 
rebels ſide, that were carried on in bringing that Pious 
Prince to the Block Therein you'll find a great and ge- 
erous Sence of Loyally in the Author ; and from his Fen, 
uſt and Impartial Characters of the true and ſuffering. 
ns of the Church of England; as alſo [mpartial Ac- 
onnts of the adverſe Party; moſlly taken from their own 
nooks and Sermons written by the Brethren , or Royal 
ry. The Reader may find alſo tbe rein the juſt Charafters 
many of the Nobility and Gentry, that adhered to the afore- 


— * 


(a) 4 Vindication of the Hliſſuriegrapber of Oxford, and his Works, 
c. Lond. 1623. | 5 
e 32 3 | ſaid 


he Chairs of Fuglers : That Blaſphemies , _—_— £3 
ww 


be Two laſt Tears of his Reign, never before publiſb d, 
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his intimate Friend, that Learned Antiquary, and 
. — General Scholar, Mr. #iHiam Fulnan(c), ſometime 


Friend, Mr. Ralph Sheldon of Beoly, in Worceſter ſhire, 


Aſſiſtant to, as well as Encourager of his Studies, as 


laſt Degree, and a munificent Favourer of Learning 


the charge of ſorting and putting in order his Papers, 
being well appriz'd of his Ability, as appears by the fol- 
lowing Paragraph of his laſt Will (e). /rem, To my 
good Friend and feflow Antiquary, Mr. Anthony a Wood 


8 " 9 


8 The Life of Me. Auhony 4 Mood, &c. 
us d to think himſelf not dealt with altogether fo fairly 
as he deſir d, which he expreſs'd afterwards in Print; 
ſome of which Expreſſions are to he ſeen in his ſub- 
ſequent Works (a). Many Paſlages inſerted and omit. 
. which he ſo frequently complains of, may be 
view id by any Curious Perſon, in his Study (5), mark oi 
corrected, and very much alter d by himſelf, with Ad- 
ditions, Alterations, and Emendations, ſent him by 


Fellow of Corpus Chriſti Colleage, and afterwards Vici 
of Meiſey- Hampton in Glouceſterſhire. 
In the Year 1684. he loſt his Generous and True 


at whoſe Seat he was frequently, and who was a great 


may be partly ſeen by various Collections (4) made by 
him, and given to his Friend. He was an Honeſt and 
Good Man, of remarkable Integrity, Charitable to the 


and Learned Men. At his Death he committed to Him, 


of Merton Colledge, Oxon. 7 give 40 P , deftring 
him to ſee my old Pedigrees, and all my MSS. and other 
Papers (except what are written with my own Hand. 
writing) to be deliver d into tbe Herald s Office, that tbey 
be. put in a Cupboard, apart from ot bern. 

The other Works Mr. Wood has oblig'd the World 
with, are the Atbenæ & Fafti Oxon. Or, an Account of 


. the Lives, Cbaract᷑ers, Deaths, &c. of all tbe Learnen 
| Men. bred in the 'Univer/ity of Oxford: Folio, 2 V 


——_— _—— 


(a) Athen. Oxon. Vol. 1 p. 490. Vel 2. fp 481; 6os, 625, &e: _ 
0 b) Among the printed Books, No 430. = 

c) Quarto, D. 9. NSS. (d) C. 10. e M. 
(e) inthe Wil-Office at Doctori- Commons, London. 


8 As | printed 
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printed at London, 1691, 1692. Theſe Books were at 
firſt wrote partly in the Latin Tongue, but upon ma- 
ure Conſideration printed by Subſcriptions in Exgliſb. 

hey commence with the Lear 15oc, and continue to 


de 690. In theſe Two Books are contain d the moſt 
05 zompendious and exact Account of the Affairs of the 
0. niverſity of Oxford, yet extant; particularly in the 
y cond Volumn you. will find (as an Ingenious Author 


a) handſomely expreſſes it) a great deal of the Myſi 

f 5 niquity ated in that diſmal abe, which — 
ommenc'd by the Puritans, and other Fact ious Perſons, 
nno 1642. opened and diſplay d. It ſbeus bow theſe 
Brethren were common preachers up of Treaſon and Re. 
ellion, how their Pulpits were deem d by obſervine Men, 

be Chairs of Fuglers : That Blaſphemies , Prophana- - 
ons, Abſuraities , &c. were vented by them daily in 


berr Exte ry Prayers and Sermons, to the great 
y Ling 3 of the People. It ſbeuus bow the 


Wer of thoſe Times did turn themſelues, and overturn all 

bing s, meerly for private Gain and Intereſt: Ii ſhews alſo 
be mſtability of others, who then ſwore and forſwore for 
berr own ends; made Religion aſtalking Horſe, andof Sacred 
paths, no more than Common Knights of the Poſt. T herein . 
ll find many Paſſages relating to the. Life and Actions 


d bar bleſſed Martyr, King Charles I. eſpecially for 
„Jus t Tears of bis Reign, never before publiſÞ'd, , 
er <he Intrigues of many of the Leading Men on the 
dE £5*!s ide, that were carried on in bringing that Pious 


prince to the Block Therein you'll find a great and ge- 
erous Sence of Loyally in the Author ; and from his Fen, 
uſt and [mpartial C haracrers of the true and ſuffering. 
ns of the Church of England ; as alſo Tmpartial Ac- 
onnts of the adverſe Party; moſtly taken from their own 
nooks and Sermons written by the Brethren, or Royal 
arg. The Reader may find alſo tbe rein the juſt Characters 
many of the Nobility and Gentry that adhered to the afore- 


— 


(a) 4 Vindication of the Hiſtvriegraphcy of Oxford, and his Works, 
Nc. Lond. 1623. ä | 5 
. B 2 3 | ſaid 


... 
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id incomparably Pious Prince, -when he:was at Oxford, 
and much of Hiftory to that moft wicked and barbarous 
Rebellion ; there are alſo many other bold and undenrab 
Truths, which treading tos claſe on the heels of Time; ſee. 
ral Perſons. (whoſe Relations bad been Actors in, or Sul. 
mitters to the Men, in the ſaid unparallel'd Rebellion) hav 
endeavour'd to make them Abuſes and Libels, thereby 1 
bring the: Author into trouble. And ſo furious were fome 
agaialt him, that (as I am well aſſur d) he was miſerabl 
ſometimes us d by them, being frequently Attack'd 
and having Letters of Adviſe ſent him with Ex 
preſſions, ſuch as theſe, 77 will be well i be ſcape 
.<vith His Life. And fo apprehenſive at laſt was he of 
danger himſelf, that he went privately Arm'd in hit 
own Defence. Theſe' Books bave afforded Matter f 
many eminent Writers, whether Dome ftict or Fore 

. 4o/ho have made Honourable mention of it, and its Authir 
as thoſe who are Bookiſh-men, who have frequently ſtil 
it (a choice Treaſure of Antiquities) do know very well, 
Of this Book take the following Character from th 
Aa Eruditorum an. 1692. p 35. Anonymus labor igſiſſin 
411! opßeris autor eff Antonius Wood vir multæ variequ 
WW /ettonis, ac ex Hiſtoria & Antiquitatibus Univer ſitati 
. Oxonienſis, Latino Sermone e Theatro Sheldoniano al 
1674. editis in Republica literaria percelebris, H 
Joannis Lelandi, Joannis Balei, Joannis Pitſei, FranciſY 
God wini, aliorumque minoris fame FHiitoricorum ſtd 
dium, eruditos claroſgue ſue gentis viros oblivione poſi 
rorum vindicandt, non feliciter tantum amulatus eff 
ſed &. ſi quid judicamus, non per fun&torie ſuperavit, t 
rerum copia, um modeitia erga diverſe religionis hom 
nes, quam in Baleo magnopere deſiderat, tum deni 
diligenti allegatione authorum, per quos profecit, qua 
Parte notandus venit Pitſcus, ui quoties Lelandu 
zeflem laudat, Baleum exſcribit, hunc tamen, ceu bet 
ticum, nominare nm audet, cum nibilominus extra 6 
blum ponatur Woodo noſtro, neque illi, neque ulli Pont! 
ciorum acceſſum, dum viveret is; patuiſſe ad Le lan 


Manuſcripta. | 
Henri g 
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The next place we find him mentioned in, is in the 
King's Viſitatorial Power aſſerted by Dr. Johnſton, writ 
on the account of the King's'diſpenſing with the Sta- 
tutes of Magdalen Culleage, Oxon. He was conſulted 
on the Hiſtory of Falter Haddon, L. L. D. who being 
bred in the Univer/ity of Cambridge, and taking his 
Degrees there, and ſo was neither of the Foundation 
of New Colledge, or of Magdalen Colledge, whereof 
he ought to have been a Member, according to. the 
Founder's Statutes; Yet King Edward VI. Anno 1552. 
5 Regni, by his Mandate commanded him to be elected 
Preſident, which after ſome Remonſtrances by the Fel- 


lows, was accordingly perform'd. (To this ſays Dr. 


Jobuſlon) Mr. Wood, who compil'd the Learned and La- 
borious Hiftory of the Antiquities of that Univerſity , 
(Oxford) return'd me this Anſwer. He INE 


Sir, | | g 
ben I perus'd Magdalen Colledge Fegiflers, A. B. C. 
&c. in order to the drawing up the Fiftory of that Houſe, 
J did not in the leaſt dream what would come 10 paſs re- 
lating to the Office and Election of a Preſident ; otherwiſe 
I ſhould have collected all, and conſequently have been 
more full in the matter. 642k 
What I have ſaid of Dr. Haddon was from ſeveral 
Commenaatory and Mandatory Letters, and Anſwers to 
them in the Regiſter E, all which being by me perus'd, and 


finamg them very tedions to recount, I only made men- 


tion of them in General, and have not ſo much as a Doc- 
quet of them by me, &c. | 
Jun. 24 1688, A. WOOD. 


The next Stage of Action we find him in, was the 


molt unfortunate as well as fatal Tranſaction of his Life, 


he being in 1693. proſecuted by the Earl of ocheſter, 
for abuſing his Father, the Earl of Clarendov, which 
I ſhall neither Juſtify, nor Cenſure, but refer you to 
the Proceedings againſt him, to be ſeen among the Acts 
of the Vice-Chancellor's Court; when, according to the 

: | Sen- 


n 
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Sentence paſs'd on him, a Sheet or Two of the Athen 
Oxontenſes were burnt privately, (with none of that 
Pomp and Ceremony, ſo particularly mention'd in the 
London Gazette) on the backſide of the Theater, in the 
reſence of but Two or Three Perſons, and the Author 
xpell'd the Univerſity till he ſhould Recant, which 
he could never be perſwaded to do; but on the con- 
trary, us d to aſſert poſitively, that thoſe Paragraphs he 
was Cenſur d for, could be eaſily prov'd from the printed 

Papers of thoſe Days, which I ſhall no ways inſiſt on; 
though I very much fear he took ſome Accounts from 
diſguſted Cavaliers. All I ſhall ſay further on this 
Head, ſhall be from a Pamphlet juſt publiſh'd after this 
Accident, in which was the following Remarkable 
paſſage, concerning the old Earl of Clarendon (a), My 
Lord Chancellor Clarendon, was maſt certainly a Brave, 
a Loyal, and a Wiſe, but Unfortunate Stateſman, His 
Country, I mean the more. Knowing Part, will always 
mention Him with Gratitude and Honour: Bat that he 
had all the Vertues of a Perfect Hero, it ts ridiculbus to 
pretend to allow it. | . 
Alfter the aforemention'd Sentence was paſs'd on 

him, he took little notice of the Cenſure, threw off 
his Gown, ſtudying in the Publick Library; always 
very much honour'd, and that not undeſervedl y, Po 
that Univerſity, whoſe Honopr he had ſo much ad- 
vanc'd (tho'at laſt depriv'd of its Privileges). 

In 1694. I find him gratefully mention'd by the 
Learned Mr.#harton, for ſending him a Piece publiſh'd 
by Priune, that Arch. Rebel, entituled, Rome's Maſter- 
Piece, with Annotations on it made by Arch-Biſhop Laud, 
then in the. Tower of London, and tranſmitted (accord- 


ing to the Words of my (6) Author) by the Learned 


un go ud . ce & WE. 4 0 


— = — _——— — { — 


(a) A Appendix to the Life of Seth Ward, Biſhop of Sarum, in # 
Letter to the Author, London. 1697. | 

(b) Hiſtory of the Life and Troubles of William Laud, Arch. Biſpop 
of Canterbury, writ by himſelf; and publiſh d in Folio, by Mr. Henry 
Wharton, in 1695. | 9 
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Antiquary, Mr Anthony Wood, who bad iz of Dr. Richard 
Bayly. Preſident of St John's Colledge in Oxford, #n 
order to be placed among the other Papers and Memorials, 
wöich are 10 ove his Hiflory , according to the Arch- 
Biſhop's own Direction. 3 4 

The next place we find our Author in, is in Veſt. 
minſter-Hall, (in 2 Tryal betwixt Magdalen Culledge 
and the Chancellor of. the Univerſity of Oxford, con- 
cerning the Right of Preſentation of a Principal to 
Aua Hall a0JoynIng) brought in as an Evidence 
to prove the building of the School adjoyning, by a 
Regiſter of the Year 1458, which he Depos'd he had 
perus'd near 20 Years before, | 

Thus Reſpected by the Learned World, our Author 
liv'd till the latter end of 1695, at which time he fell 
into a ſharp Diſtemper, viz. a ſuppreſſion of Urine, in 
which he behaved himſelf like a Chriſtian Philoſopher, 
and with an unuſual Indifferency, whether he liv'd 
or dy'd. Moſt of the time of his Sickneſs (which was 
about 17 Days) he was continually ſorting of his 

Papers, and laying afide what he thought fit to deſtroy. 
One remarkable Inſtance of his Contempt. of Death I 
muſt not paſs by, which was this: He being in Com- 
pany with ſome of his Friends, ſuddenly roſe from his 
ſeat, and, with ſome earneſtneſs, told them, that He 
very well knew he was a dead Man, and that though he 
had but: a few Days to live, be was then able (ſtiiking 
his Cane with no ſmall force en the Floor) f Cane any 
Man who ſhould dare tell him he was ſo. His Induſtry 
was even then fo indefatigable, that through intenſe- 
neſs of Study and Writing, ſo much Blood would burſt 
aut from his Noſe, that a Baſon was held under him 
as he might not injure his Papers. He profeſs'd he 
Died in the Communion of the Church of England, 
and took the Sacrament, as appears' by the followin; - 
Memorandum, taken from the Atbenæ Oxonienſes,in the 


Hands of the Reverend Artbur Charlette, D. D. the 


Worthy Maſter of Cuiverſtiy Colleage. 
| | Me- 
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 eMemurandum, That Mr. Anthony a Wood Zold Mr. 
Martin, ſeveral times be fore bis. Sickneſs, that he in. 
tended to receive the Sacrament at his Handi, in the 
Church of Wightham, he following Chriſtmas. 3 
That, during his Sickneſs, he was almoſt conſtantly at. 
tended by My. Martin, Ar. Biſs, &c. who can Certiſ, 
that he always deſir d the Church of England's Prayers, 
which he had conſtantly read to bim twice a Day, for the 
laſt Week of his Sickneſs, that he atſir d the Sacrament ta 
be given him by Ar. Martin, that he biel par ticularly 
order d that it ſhould be inſerted in his Will, which was 
made three or four Days before his Death, that he Died in 
the Communion of the Church of England, as by Lau 
eſtabliſb d: That there was no Papiſt, or reputed Papiſt, 
that viſited him during his laſt Sictueſ. I'S 


This was the State of his Sickneſs which put an 
end to his Life November 28. 1695. the next Day he 
was Buried in the North-part of the Outer-Chapel ol. 
Merton Coll. next to the North-Door, near the Graves 
of his Family; and ſome time after was a ſmall Marble 
Monument erected over his Grave, againſt the Wall, 
by Thomas Rowney Eſq; with the following Epitaph, 
| ſhort indeed of his Merits and Reputation, though 
his Works will be his everlaſting Memorial; ard 
over it are theſe Arms; Or, a Wolf paſſant, and 4 
T 
ANTONIVS WOOD 
ANTIQVARIVS 
1695. Ætat. 64. J 
By his Will he left his printed Books and MISS: to 
the Univerſity of Oxford, to be placed in a Room in 
the Muſcum A third Volume, not tiniſh'd, of the Atbenæ 


Oxon, he gave to the ingenious Author of the Notitia 


* 
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Py rſs }(which had he lived to have 97 
e deſigned to Print in Holland, becauſe of the ill 
ſage, he frequently complain d, he had. met with here) 

a condition that he ſhould Print it hereafter, no 
derſon being better qualify'd, and par negotio, than he 
vas. To him in his laſt Sickneſs he committed the care 
f Burning a large heap of Papers, when he found him 
daſt Recovery and juſt departing, which he did to his 
atisfaction, while he approved it by moving his hands, 
s-encouraging him to deſtroy them. The other parts 
f his Fortune he left to his two Siſters, ( who were 


efore his Sickneſs purchaſed one Annuity of 30 Pounds 
er annum, none of which he ever liv'd to receive, and 

other of 124. per annum. Of his Coins and Medals, 
zhich were many and curious, ſome came into the 


an lands of the ingenious Dr. #04, who gave them to 
he N Coll. Library, others were given to the Schools 
of allery, and many Sil ver and Gold ones Sold. 

es He was as to corporal Endowments of a brown Com- 


exion, inclining to fairneſs, comely, very tall and 
in, but of large Bones, and of a hail ſtrong Conſti- 
tion, negligent in his Apparel, Thoughtful, if not 
lelancholy, but very diverting when he lik d a Con- 
erſation. | 

As to his affection to the Papiſts, whoever reads the 
ves of Beckinſon, Chiadſey, Bonner, Harding and 
ampian, may be himſelf a judge of the Ulage they 
ave met from his Pen; one reaſon of ſuſpicion was, 
s ſeldom frequenting the Church for ſome Years, 
hich was occaſion'd by a Deafneſs ſpringing from an 
—_— in His Youthful Days, but when his 
eligion was queſtioned, he would receive the Holy 
uchariſt on high Feſtivals, according to the Churc 

England, in fall Country pariſh. Churches, where 
ere was little Company, as particularly at Cow/ey, and 


—— 
— — 


14 (a) Tho, Tanner, D. 9. Chanceller "of Norwich. | IE 
2 | C os +4 5 


zecutrixes) which was but ſmall, he having juſt ' 


never be on the right ſide of the Hedge. As to his 


vo came to viſit this Univerſity, that he was continu- 
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* * Fifley, from which laſt place he brought a Certificate, 
74 Tis Head he 5 ſay, That in the 
Reigns of K. Charles II. and K. James II. when. Po 
was thought to be ſo much favour'd, the World wonld call 
him a Presbyterian. So that it was reſolved; he ſhould 
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manner of Life, it was almoſt Aſcetical, Solitary and 
Loneſome. He was much addicted to Mufick, and under. 
ſtood the Theory of it very well. He was averſe to 
Matrimony, and had ſeldom a Companion, either at 
Study, Walks, or Meals, inſomuch that he Din d al. 
ways in his own Upper-Chamber for above 30 Year 
together, he delir'd no Preferment, but was contented 
with his own moderate Fortune, and few Acquaintance, 
which were ſome of the greateſt Men of thoſe times, 
as Sr. William Dugdale (to whom he ſent-16 Sheets o 
Corrections, and more Additions, to his Baronage 0 
England, (a) collected from Records and other Autho- 
Tities.) 7 ho. Smith, D. D. ſometime of Magdalen Coll 
a Learned, Conſcientious, and Worthy Divine: Dr. 
Pott, Mr. Fulman, Sr. Ed. Sherburne, Mr. John Aubrey, 
but above all, the Learned Mr. Dodwell, who was a fall 
Friend to him in all his Troubles, and ſtrove to mollify 
the Earl of C/arendon, which he gratefully remember d 
to his end: And that Exemplar of Learning and Mo- 
deity (two Qualities ſeldom joyn'd) Mr. Ea. Llipwd, 
late Superior-Bedle of Divinity, which, renders his 
Works the leſs liable to Suſpicfon. His Correſpondence 

indeed was fo large, that the very Poſtage of Letters coll 
him conſiderably weekly. His Company was ſo much 
* ſought after by all Noblemen, Gentlemen, or Foreigners, 


SS = '<A!1 OWE TH IV Tc Cry wow 4 es th. Ate Toto YT 


Was 


ally (though againſt his own Genius) ſent for to ſhow 
the Rarities, and ſatisfy Strangers with his Conver- 
ſation, in things concerning Oxford. He was indefa- 
tigable in conſulting Records, Cathedral, Collegiate, and 


3 


(a) In 2 Tomes, Erinted in Folfo, Lond. 1676. | Ox 
. | | ; Par q 
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Parochial-Regiſters, the Works of Authors, in Print 
and Manuſcripts, the Prerogatiye, and Herald's Office, 
Inſcciptions,. Epitaphs, Ge. What he could not get at 
by his own Means, he enquir'd after by Letters, and 
received his Accounts from Perſons, no ways Con- 
temptible ; nor did ſome Great Men think it derogatory 
to their Quality, to tranſmit him no inconſiderable 
Materials, and Aſſiſtances; and ſo exact was he, that 
leaſt there ſhould be any Miſtakes (though ſome there 
are I mult confeſs, owing to his Friends . careleſneſs, 
which I have heard. he himſelf intended hereafter to 
to correct) he wrote to different Perſons on the ſame 
Topick. He very narrowly obſerved Men and Things 
(though Perſonally known but to few) and would give 
molt Men a better account of themſelves, than they 
were able (unleſs by recollection) to do; he would even- 
recite to them ſeveral Paſſages of their Lives, Educa- 
tions, Kindred, Marriages, and Fortune in the World, 
and would frequently ſurprize mean Perſons on thoſe 
Heads. He was altogether of that Orator's opinion (4) 
who ſays, Neſcire quid antea quam natus /it accidertt, 
eft ſemper eſſe puerum. What was truly ſaid of Sow, . 
(b) may be fairly apply'd to our Author Mr. Mood, viz. 
That he never writ any thing, either for malice, ſear, or 
auour, nor to ſeek his own particular Gain or Vain. glory, 
and that his only pains and care was to write Truth. 

To conclude all : He is frequently Stiled, in the 
Catalogue of the MHSS. in the Hodleian and other Li- 
braries, Antonius a Wood Antiquarius memorabilis (c). 
Antiguarius Diligentiſſimuts, Antonius a Wood (d). By 
another (e) ingenious Author, Antiquarins peritifſemus ;* 
by another, (/) who has brought to light many curious 


— 


(a) Cicero de Oratore in lib. 
(b) Sto w' Annals continued by Edm. Hawes 163 t. pag. 8 11. 
; (e) Catalogi MSS. in Biblioth. Angliæ & Hiberniæ, Oxon 1697. 

. 371. (d) Ibid | | 
(e) Angliæ Notitia, ſive, Preſcns Status Anglia ſuccinfte enucleatus 
# Tho, Wood, (L. L. B.) pag 191. 

Y Dufor Hiſtoricus, or 8 ſbort Syſtem of Univerſal Hiftory, Vel. 24. 

Oxon. 1704. pag. 292. = 
v2." | Pieces 
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Pieces of Antiquity, . aud has deſerved well of the 
Learned World; he is term'd, 7 har thdyfirions Anti. 
and elſewhere (2) ſpeaking of the unanſwerable 
Arguments made uſe of by him in the defence of the 


Antiquity of the Urrver/fity of Oxford, he has theſe 


Words: -Since the 1woft induftrions Mr. Anth. a Wood, 
has fo clearly vindicated th6 Antiquity of Oxford, and the 
| Cantabrigians have not vouchſafed to give an Anſwer as 
vet to one Arguinemt alledg'd by him, &c. He has even 
extorted the Epithets of Honeſt and Jnauſtrious from 
one (5) who takes a pleaſure in finding all the Faults 


tre can in Him. 

ANT Tr z7 wm 
Original in the Bodleian Library, with ſeveral conſiderable Additions, 
| by Tho. Hearne, . 4. (ef Edmund Hall,) Oxon. 170g. pag. 177. 
(b) The Hiſtorical Library, Vol. ad. pag. 215. 231. 
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